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ITEM 10 
 

ADOPTION OF NEW TEST CLAIM FORM 
 

Background 
 
Article 8.5, section 1189.6 of the Commission on State Mandates’ (Commission) 
regulations require the Executive Director, in consultation with interested parties, to 
develop a form that claimants use to submit test claims.  The Commission is required to 
conduct at least one informational hearing prior to approving the form.  Following 
approval, the Executive Director must notify claimants, interested parties, affected state 
agencies, and interested persons of the new form and disseminate copies at least ten days 
prior to the form’s operative date.   
 
On September 29, 2004, the Governor signed AB 2856 (Laird, Stats. 2004, ch. 890), 
which makes significant reforms to the process for filing test claims, including: 

•  Specifying the content of a test claim filing with the Commission on State 
Mandates (CSM). 

•  Authorizing the CSM to reject duplicate test claims filed by local governments. 

•  Reducing from three years to one year the time under which local governments 
may file test claims with the CSM. 

•  Revising deadlines for local governments to amend test claims. 

•  Requiring the CSM to notify appropriate Senate and Assembly policy and fiscal 
committees of test claim decisions. 

•  Requiring the CSM, when adopting parameters and guidelines, to adopt a 
reasonable reimbursement methodology that balances accuracy and simplicity. 

 
The changes made by AB 2856 to Government Code section 17553 require the 
Commission to adopt a new test claim form.  In December 2004, Commission staff issued 
a draft test claim form for comment and conducted a workshop on December 8, 2004.  
No comments were filed.   
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the attached draft test claim form.   
 
If approved, the Executive Director will immediately disseminate the form.  The form 
will become effective on February 7, 2005. 










